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38.755° N., 20.552° E.
Depth 11.1 km
Mw = 6.5 (USGS)
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 Th e  Nove m b e r 17, 2015 M  6.5 e a rth qua ke  north w e st of Nidri, Gre e c e , occurre d as th e  re sult of strike  slip fa ulting  on or ne a r th e  re g iona l
pla te  b ounda ry b e tw e e n th e  Nub ia  (Africa ) a nd Eurasia  pla te s. At th e  loca tion of th is e a rth qua ke , Nub ia  conve rg e s with  Eurasia  at a rate  of
9m m /yr towa rds th e  north -north w e st. Nub ia n lith osph e re  subducts b e ne a th  th e  Ae g e a n Se a  a long  th e  He lle nic Arc, to th e  south  of Cre te  a nd
south e a st of th e  Nove m b e r 17 e a rth qua ke . Fa rth e r we st, pla te  m otion b e com e s m ore  ob lique  a s th e  plate  b ounda ry rotate s clockwise , until
th e  b ounda ry is dom ina ntly tra nsform  in th e  re g ion of th is e a rth qua ke . Pre lim ina ry foc a l m e c h a nism s for th e  e a rth qua ke  indica te  it occurre d
as th e  re sult of e ith e r north w e st striking , le ft-late ra l fa ulting  or north e a st striking , rig h t-late ra l slip. Le ft-late ra l fa ulting  would b e  consiste nt with
th e  orie ntation of th e  loca l pla te  b ounda ry, wh ile  rig h t-late ra l fa ulting  would a lig n with  oth e r re g iona l, non pla te  b ounda ry fa ults. Pre lim ina ry
a fte rsh ock loca tions sug g e st rupture  occurre d on th e  rig h t-la te ra l, SW-NE striking  pla ne . Furth e r studie s will b e  re quire d to de te rm ine  th e
spe cific fa ulting  structure .
Th e  re g ion surrounding  Gre e c e  is fre que ntly im pa cte d by m ode ra te -to-la rg e  e a rth qua ke s like  th e  Nove m b e r 17, 2015 e ve nt, a nd 14 oth e r
e a rth qua ke s of M 6.5 or la rg e r h a ve  occurre d with in 250 km  of th e  Nove m b e r 17 e ve nt ove r th e  last ce ntury. Th e  la rg e st was a M  7.0 in
Ja nua ry 1983, 85 km  to th e  south , wh ic h  did not ca use  a ny known fa ta litie s. A M  6.3 e ve nt in Aug ust 2003, just 20 km  to th e  north -north w e st,
a lso did not re sult in a ny known fa ta litie s, th oug h  a M  6.5 e a rth qua ke  in June  1995, 160 km  to th e  e a st of th e  Nove m b e r 17, 2015 e ve nt,
re sulte d in ove r 20 fata litie s a nd 60 injurie s.
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